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An Easter Thought
Isn’t it great God scheduled the
resurrection during spring?  When
nature is waking to life again after
her long winter of sleep, it is then
that the thoughts of Christians
everywhere are turned to the
wonder of the Savior's coming out
of the tomb after His ordeal with
sin and death. Christ's resurrection
was an act once accomplished at a
given moment in history. It’s not
that we can add to the glory to the
miracle of resurrection - we can’t.
It’s just we can understand
resurrection a bit better through
nature in springtime.

It takes some faith to stand in
a winter landscape surrounded by
the chill silence of snow and ice
and believe that in a few short
weeks every trace of frost will be
gone, that the snow-covered hills
will be dressed in green and the
ice-locked streams will be running
swift and free again in the summer
sun. Yet our confidence is never
disappointed. 

It is hard to imagine anything
less hopeful than the sight of a
burial. When the body of Christ
was taken down from the cross,
wrapped in a clean linen cloth and
laid in a new tomb hewn out of the
rock, how many who looked on
had the faith to hope that inside
three days this dead Man would be
walking again among men and
women, alive forevermore? But so
it came to pass. The leafless tree
on which the Savior died sprang
into bloom. What had been stark
death before became life at the

touch of God, and the gallows
became the gate to everlasting life.

The resurrection of Christ, is a
once-done act. "For we know that
since Christ was
raised from the
dead, he cannot
die again; death
no longer has
mastery over
him." But Christians die. Every
day the bodies of believing men
and women are taken out to a
cemetery and laid to rest with
quiet songs and soft repetitions of
Scripture. No matter how we may
try to avoid the facts, Christians
die as their Lord died before them.
Their cold helplessness, their
sudden strange silence, which no
pleadings of anguished love can
break, their apparent defeat by the
relentless forces of nature – all this
stuns the heart and for some,
arouses uncomfortable fears that
this is all, that we have seen our
friends for the last time. It is
winter when we lay our loved ones
down. So it seems to the natural
heart. So it must have appeared to
some of the Thessalonian
Christians. Why otherwise would
if have been necessary for Paul to
write and exhort them not to
sorrow as others who had no
hope?

One thing the resurrection
teaches us is that we must not trust
appearances. The leafless tree says
by its appearance that there will be
no second spring. The body in
Joseph's new tomb appears to
signify the end of everything for
Christ and His disciples. The limp
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form of a newly-
dead  b e l i eve r
s u g g e s t s
everlasting defeat.
Yet how wrong are

all these appearances. The tree
will bloom again. Christ arose the
third day according to the
Scriptures, and the Christian will
rise at the shout of the Lord and
the voice of the archangel.

Faith can afford to accept the
appearance of defeat, knowing the
true believer cannot be defeated
finally. "Because I live, you also
will live." That is the message of
Easter. What a blessed message
for the whole world if we would
only believe it!

^

Fellowship

Circle of Concern
In residential care facilities:

Erma Rettig and Gloria Kidd in
Birchaven, 15100 Birchaven
Lane 

^

The fruit of the spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
self-control; against such there is
no law. Gal 5:22-23

^

In Our Prayers
Please hold the Maxine Hanrahan
family and Virginia Geaman in
your prayers.

Birthday Sunday
This month,

because Easter
falls on the
third Sunday,
we’ll celebrate
our birthdays and anniversaries on
April 9. Joe and Harriet Adams
will provide a cake for us to share.

^

Time
Too slow for those who wait
Too swift for those who fear
Too long for those who grieve
Too short for those who rejoice
But for those who love, time is not

^

Coffee and Social Time
April 2 – Harmon family
April 9 - Adams family
April 16 - Easter Breakfast!
April 23 - Jean Adams
April 30 - Carnival

^

UMW News
The UMW will meet on April 6
this month so as
not to conflict
with the Maundy
Thursday service.
Margaret Brown
and Bonnie Retting will bring the
program and serve as hostesses.

April 27 is the first Craft-
Making party! We’ll meet at
11:00, make some items for the
bazaar and then share lunch
together bring a sack lunch).

We’ll organize a cleaning day
on Saturday, May 6 at 9:00 am.
This is for everyone to come help.

In May there will be no
meeting but the women are
hosting a Salad Buffet for all the
women of the church and their

guests. Please put May 11 at 6:30
on your calendar now. Bring a
salad to share if you can. We will
have a speaker - Hope Riegle -
who will discuss the Underground
Railroad and Quilts. All are
invited!

^

To do so no more is true
repentance. Luther

^

Youth

News
The youth thank all who came

to the lunch on April 2 . nd

STOMP is April 9  at Goodth

Shepherd in Benton Ridge @ 6:30.
The youth will bring the

Sunrise service.
The next meeting is May 7th

and breakfast will be served to
anyone wanting to enjoy it with
them.

The Hot Dog stand at Wal-
Mart is May 20-21.

The youth are still collecting
printer cartridges. The small home
size is needed too. To date, the
youth have made $212 by sending
the cartridges in to be recycled. 

The youth will be purchasing
new T-shirts to wear at Alive and
other youth events. If you’d like
one, see Mel or Gregg Fox, Cindy
or Roger Brown or Jody Rucker.

^

He who is slow to anger is better
than the mighty, and he who rules
his spirit, than he
who takes a city. 

Proverbs 16:32
^
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Friendship First
Friendship First is an opportunity

to grow in our
relationships
w i t h  o n e
another We all
want to be a

good friend. We’ll talk about how
to do that. 

This study for youth will be
held on Wednesdays following
Easter @ 6:30. Bring a friend!

^

Of Christ
Building Fund

Thanks to all are so faithful in
giving monthly to the building

fund! We receive an
offering the last
Sunday of the month
for the building
fund. You can
always place a check

in the little church and it will go to
the building fund. 

You can also support the
building fund by getting a Meijer
card and showing it when you
shop at Meijer. The easiest way to
sign up is on-line at Meijer.com.
The code for Zion is: 265027. 

If you shop at GFS, simply tell
them you’re from Zion (no card
required) and we’ll receive funds.

Finally, Staples will give us
cash back if you let them know to
credit Zion with the purchase.

^
Love Him in the morning when
you see the sun arising, love Him
in the evening ‘cause he took you
through the day, and in the in-
between times when you feel the
pressure coming. Remember that
he loves you and He promises to
stay! 

April 21
The date is set - time to start
baking! The annual Zion Chicken
BBQ is here
again. Harlan’s
will supply the
chicken, potato
and vegetable
and we supply the dessert and
drink. The cost is $7. New this
year is a drive through option. Get
your tickets from Mary Thomas,
Jen Iliff or Barb Tidd. The profits
of the BBQ support scholarship
for Church camp/Alive.

^

Reaching Out
Brochures
There are some helpful brochures
in the back of the sanctuary in the
literature rack. Check them out.
They may be helpful to you or to
someone you know. Items include
info on Zion (use this to invite
someone to worship with you),
Forgiveness, Prayer and other
practical issues.

^

Website
Awesome news!
Zion has a website!
Tell your friends and
spread the word. It’s
a great way to find
out what’s going on
at Zion (check daily), pass on
prayer requests (share yours and
pray for those posted), register
your willingness to serve (as
greeter or social time or kids
party...). The address is:
www.FindlayZion.com. 

^

It is good to say “thank you” to
the Lord to sing praises to the God
who is above all gods. Every
morning tell him “thank you for
your kindness” and every evening
rejoice in all his faithfulness. 

^

Survey Update
The communication surveys have
been collected and
tallied. 42 people
responded to the
s u r v e y .  T h e
question was - what
are the top three
ways you want to receive
communication from/about Zion.
73% said the newsletter, 61% said
announcements spoken in
worship, 61% said announcements
in bulletin, 49% said by a weekly
email, 32% said on the website,
2 2 %  s a i d  r e a d i n g  t h e
announcements on the screen,
10% said they’d like a weekly
phone call, 2% said bulletin
boards around the church are best.

^

Worship
Liturgists 
1  Sun - Joe Adamsst

2  Sun - Keith Willfordnd

3  Sun - Tom Foustrd

4  Sun - Gregg Foxth

5  Sun – Denny Dorman th

Thanks for your service!
^

Greeters
 9:00

4/2 - Tom & Sandy Brown
4/9 - John & Faye Newman
4/23 - Linda Doolittle & Vicki
Pinks
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10:00         
4/16 - Harriet & Joe Adams and
      Mike & Jill Harmon
4/30 - Keith & Marilyn Willford

11:00 Greeters
4/2 - Jody Rucker & Cindy Brown
4/9 Deb, Maria, Aly Core 
4/23 - Gregg & Mel Fox

^

A soft answer turns away wrath.
Proverbs 15:1

^

Prayer Vigil
There will be a prayer
vigil on Easer Eve, 6-
10 pm. You are
welcome to come to the
church and pray during
this time.

^

Kids’ Time
1  Sunday – Deborah Foustst

2  Sunday – Virginia Geamannd

3  Sunday – Tom Foustrd

4  Sunday – Tracy Foxth

5  Sunday – Barb Tiddth

^

C h o i r

Schedule
The choir meets
o n  Monday
evenings at 6:00 (except on
Administrative Council night and
fifth Mondays). 

^

M a u n d y

Thursday
We will celebrate

Maundy Thursday at 7:00 with
Holy Communion. Please come to
this service and remember.

^

Service
We will have a Good
Friday service at 7:00
which will include a
drama. This is a more
solemn service but
please come and

thank Jesus for what he did for
you.

^

The youth will present a drama for
the sunrise service. We generally
re-enact what happened in Biblical
times. This year, we’re going to
consider - what if Jesus lived in
Findlay in our time - what might
the Easter story have looked like?

We will also celebrate Holy
communion at the 7am service.
Breakfast will follow.

^

He who uses the Bible as his guide
never loses his sense of direction.

^

T h e  R e t u r n  o f  t h e

SANDMAN & Catherine

Guess
Join Sculptor Roger Powell for the
6  Annual Holy Week Sculptureth

at Findlay, Ohio’s Riverside Park
(231 McManness Avenue) and
Author Catherine Ritch Guess
with the 3  & final volume of therd

Sandman Easter Series.
4/9 – Passion Concert of

Music written by Catherine Ritch
Guess – 5PM, Trinity Lutheran,
935 W Bigelow Ave

4/11 – 4/16 Annual Holy
Week Sculpture by Roger Powell,

Riverside Park, 231 McManness
Avenue, (Singing by the Campfire
– Monday – Wednesday, & Friday
– 7:00 – 7:30PM)

4/11 – Catherine Ritch Guess
Booksigning – 8:30 – 10:30AM,
Miller’s Luncheonette, 203 N
Main Street

4/12 – Catherine Ritch Guess
Booksigning – 11:00AM –
1:00PM & 6:30PM – 8:30PM,
Coffee Amici, 328 S Main Street

4/13 – Meet the Sculptor and
Author – 4:00 – 6:00PM,
Riverside Park, McManness Ave

4/15 – Southern Gospel
Concert  – 6:00PM, The
Lighthouse, 224 West

4/18 – Findlay District UMW
Meeting – 7:00 – 9:00PM, Rise,
Shine and Celebrate – Catherine
Guess, Jamie Purser & Rev. Mark
Barden, John Stewart UMC, 130
W Johnson Street, Upper
Sandusky

^

C o m b i n e d

Service
We will have a
combined service
on Easter (April 16)
at 10am. There will
be no 11am service. We also
combine on the fifth Sunday -
April 30 for a 10am service. 

^

Acceptance
The current theme for the

United Methodist church is “Open
hearts...Open minds... Open
doors”. This reminds us to love
and accept others just as Jesus did.

^
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Real Ministry
Mission Sunday

Mission Sunday is the second
Sunday of the month. We collect
funds in our mission bucket. This
month the funds go to Friendly
Center in Toledo, The Crowe’s as
well as Heifer Project. 

Operation: Service
Fifteen community agencies are
relocating from their current
locations to The Family Center, a
new non-profit center located in

t h e  f o r m e r
Foodtown on North
Blanchard.

It will take 350
volunteers to help

pack boxes, move, unpack, serve
snacks to keep the movers going...

Volunteer days are Thursday,
April 27-Saturday April 29. Four
hour shifts are available from 8am
-7pm. You can register to help by
calling Christ UMC @ 419/422-
6662 or email Paul Stark at
paulccum@aol.com. 

There is a need for trucks,
drivers, dollies, pallet jacks,
boxes, bubble wrap, moving
blankets, sharpies, gas cards. If
you can help with any of these,
e m a i l  A n d y Be r ge r  a t
aboerger77@aol.com.

Donations of food, snacks,
pizza, bottled water & beverages,
napkins, paper plates, etc are
needed. If you can help with these,
email Mary Ellen Coleman at
mecoleman@woh.rr.com.

^

Mission Opportunity
The 2006 School of Christian
Mission will take place with a Day
Sampler on July 15; a Weekend

Event from July 14-July 16; and a
Five-Day School from July 17-
July 21 all on the campus of Ohio
Northern University. For more
information contact West Ohio
School of Christian Mission
Registrar Jeanne Schierloh at
9 3 7 / 4 3 4 - 3 1 0 7  o r  a t
djschierloh@sbcglobal .ne t .
Deadline is June 16.

^

Be careful how you live. You can
be the only Bible some people ever
read. ^

Fight Hunger
Chopin Hall, a local food pantry
that provided food to 32,000
needy Hancock County residents
in 2005 is participating in the
Feinstein Foundation $1 million
Challenge to fight hunger. You
can help by donating food or cash
during April to Chopin Hall (321
Clinton Street or POB 1511,
Findlay).The more donations
received, the more received from
the grant. ^

Born once, die twice; born twice,
die once.̂ 

Ministry to a

Soldier
Interested in

helping a soldier
be a bit less lonely? Check out
www.mysoldier.com and make a
difference in someone’s life.

Want another say to help?
We’re collecting snack items
(small packages are best) to be
sent to our military. We’re
creating two boxes. We’d like to
be generous enough they can share
with all their buddies. This starts
immediately.

Flood Buckets
There is a real need for flood
buckets. After all the hurricanes
that swept through last year, the
supply is really down. The bad
news is, this
y e a r ’ s
h u r r i c a n e
s e a s o n  i s
predicted to be
worse! We
will create buckets through the
Sunday School classes. Think
about what you can donate.

^

When all is said and done, there is
usually more said than done

^

Bible School Mission
This year’s mission project for
VBS is blankets for south and
central America. They are fleece
(really soft!) and say Jesus Loves
you in Spanish. The cost is $6 - $7
with shipping. If you’d like to
donate one or more blankets for
our VBS, see Pastor Karen or Barb
Tidd.

^

Food Distribution
Food will be distributed at the
University on Saturday, April 22nd

from 10am until the food is gone
for the area needy.

^

Discipleship
Confirmation
The 2006 confirmation class is
meeting! Please
p r a y f o r  o u r
Confirmands as
this is a very
important time in

mailto:paulccum@aol.com.
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their lives. We meet Sundays at
noon until 2:00 through May. 

^

Beloved, if God so loved us, we
also ought to love one another. 

1 John 4:11
^

Children’s Ministry
There is another Easter Egg hunt
for Children on April 15 at 10am
at the Dale Zeisloft farm. 

Thanks to all who made the
Easter Party for Kids
such a success! 

Zion is having a
carnival! April 30 at
9am is the Zion
Carnival. There will
be prizes, fun,

games, food – everything you
need for a carnival! Please join in
the fun and bring a friend.

^

Misc
Please turn in your newsletter

articles to Marilyn Willford by
April 30. Thanks for helping to
make Zion Alive more informative
and helpful! You can also submit
articles on the website.

^

Hate is sand in the machinery of
life - love is oil.

^

Congrats
We’re so proud of:
Eric Bowsher - all As
Keith Grothaus -A-Bs
Devin Harmon - A-Bs
Brooke Stennett - A-Bs

Student of the month for
January was Kyle Rickle. Feb
student was Blair Harmon!

A good thing to remember and a
better thing to do, to work with the
construction gang and not with the
wreaking crew.

^

Minutes of Administrative

Council Meeting 
Tom Foust called the April

meeting of the Zion UMC Admin
Council to order Monday, April 3,
at 7:10 with prayer. 

Those present included: Marie
Eichar, Barb Tidd, Tom Brown,
Jen Iliff, Roger Brown, Gregg
Fox, Bill Geaman, Tom Foust,
Mel Fox, Mary Thomas, Marilyn
Willford, Kay Zeisloft, Rev. Karen
Walters. 

Fellowship – Mary Thomas
reported for the UMW - program
Thursday is at 6:15 for the reading
program. Meeting at 7:00. Salad
buffet May 11 with Quilts and the
Underground Railroad. 

Melanie Fox gave the youth
fellowship report. Meet next on
May 7 and serve breakfast.
May20-21, hotdogs at Wal-Mart.
Youth are doing announcements
@ 11am service and say prayer
over offering. Looking for T-shirts
- hot pink with lime green writing.
STOMP is Sunday @ Benton
Ridge. 

Trustees - Tom Brown had
nothing new to report.

Roger Brown reported for the
PPR. He gave a report of the
pastor’s March duties. 

Finance - Mary Thomas gave
the Treasurer’s report. We brought
in $660.13 less than expenses.
Income was $7269.45. We may
want to put the gas bill on a
budget. 

Marie Eichar’s report is
attached. We purchased a banner

pattern book with Wally Cramer’s
memorial money. 

Audit was done by Carl
Grothaus without charge. The
council sends their thanks.

Bill Geaman reported for
Reaching Out. 2 troops are
chartered - 56 cubs and 8 boy
scouts. 

C o m m u n i c a t i o n  w a s
represented by Jen Iliff. She gave
report on communication survey.
To get word out to non-Zion folks,
we’ll put a sticker on carry-outs
and place a flyer about Zion in the
bags at BBQ.

Roger Brown reported for
Worship. Dramas going well. May
want to do them again. Blessing of
seeds and soil is April 23. Tom
Brown moved we look into new
candles; Mary Thomas seconded.
Passed. Roger will hang a sign-up
center at the entrance to the
sanctuary (from fellowship hall) so
clip boards not being passed
during worship. Mary moved we
hang them and Mel seconded.
Motion carried. 

Barb Tidd reported we will
finish collecting seeds on April 9.
There’s a big need for flood
buckets. SunSch classes will be
asked to put them together. We are
collecting for service boxes.
We’ve set a goal of 30 blankets for
VBS. Barb asked we move the
mission offering to the first
Sunday. Kay seconded. Passed.

Kay Zeisloft reported
Discipleship is sponsoring an
Easter Egg hunt on April 15 at the
Dale Zeisloft farm @ 10. April 30
is the carnival. Signups to help
will be passed in Sunday School.

Meeting closed with prayer by
Rev. Walters. 

!
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