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Christmas Greetings,
It’s hard to

i m ag i n e  the
Advent season is
upon us already!
My Grandmother
told me the older she got, the
faster time went. I admit, though
my Grandmother never led me
astray, I was somewhat skeptical.
Apparently it’s very true! 

The season of Advent
challenges us to share the Good
News of the gift of Christ with the
wold. Sometimes we need to start
in our own home. Or our own
neighborhood. 

The word “Advent” means
coming or arrival. It refers to the
historical coming of Christ. It also
refers to the return of our ascended
Lord. It’s a time for us to get ready
for that second coming, even
though it appears most of our
preparations have more to do with
Jesus’ first coming - as a baby.

As we look forward to the
holidays, does your heart sing with
the joy of the season ? or whimper
from the stress of a too-busy
schedule? Why don’t you look at
your calendar right now and make
a date with Jesus? (It is His
birthday, after all.) Take some
time just for the two of you, time
to rest and reflect on the amazing
love that caused Him to come to
earth in the first place. You’ll
recharge, refocus,
and be bet ter
prepared to relish
the season.

Then as you go
from one activity to

the next, concentrate on being ‘in
the moment’ – focus on enjoying
what is happening right now, and
let the next thing on your to-do list
wait its turn. 

My wishes for you? That
you’ll have the opportunity to be
with family at some point during
this season. That you’ll rediscover
the meaning of Christ’s coming.

It is my sincere hope during
this Advent season you’ll
rediscover the peace and joy of
Christ. May God’s love flood you
in a new way this season so you
may share it with others.

Merry Christmas!
v

Fellowship

Circle of Concern
In residential care facilities:

Maxine Hanrahan in The Heritage,
2820 Greenacre Drive

Erma Rettig and Gloria Kidd in
Birchaven, 15100 Birchaven
Lane 

The Real Ministry Team and the
Reaching out  Team are
collaborating this year to help
make our shut-ins Christmas a
little brighter. We’ll make up
baskets with cards from the kids
made at the party as well as
cookies decorated by the kids.
We’ll add in some fruit and a little
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Christmas cheer and they will be
delivered on Thursday, Dec 15. If
you’d like to add in a card from
your family, please have it at the
church by Dec 14.

v

Worry is as useless as a handle on
a snowball! 

B i r t h d a y

Sunday

The third Sunday of the month
is Birthday Sunday. We’ll give
our wishes to all those having an
October birthday or anniversary.
There will be cake thanks to
Midge and Harvey Beck. v

Be not conformed tot his world;
but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. 

Romans 12:2
v

Coffee and Social

Time
Dec 4 – Jean Adams
Dec 11 – Jill & Mike
Harmon
Dec 18 – Becks
Dec 25 - open
Jan 1 – Audrey Brown
Jan 8 – Foust
Jan 15 – Jody Rucker (Birthday)
Jan 22 – Tom & Sandy Brown
Jan 29 – Bryan & Susie Stennett

v

UMW News
The UMW will host a Chrsitmas
brunch for all women on Saturday,
December 10 @ 9:30. Gift
exchange is $10 gift. Secret sisters
revealed. All women welcome!

v

Help me look on others, O Lord,
with love and a desire to help,
rather than with envy. 

É

Youth News
The youth thank all who came

to breakfast Dec 4. 
Fifth Quarter will resume

January 5 at 8:30.  Watch for
chaperone sign-up. The next YF
meeting is January 8 . Lunch willth

be served. January 14 we’ll go
tobogganing in Michigan. 

The youth spent $235 for
needy family. Presents will be
wrapped Dec 11 with youth gift
exchange. 

There will be a Chilli Potato
Dinner Feb 11. $5 tickets available
soon. Dinner will be served before
the L-B basketball game.

v

To lose your wealth is much.
To lose your health is more.
To lose your soul is such a loss
that nothing can restore. 

É

Of Christ
Building Fund

Thanks to all are
so faithful in giving
monthly to the
building fund! We
receive an offering
the last Sunday of
the month for the
building fund. You can always
place a check in the little church
and it will go to the building fund.

You can also support the
building fund by getting a Meijer
card and showing it when you
shop at Meijer. The easiest way to

sign up is on-line at Meijer.com.
The code for Zion is: 265027. 

If you shop at GFS, simply tell
them you’re from Zion (no card
required) and we’ll receive funds.

Finally, Staples will give us
cash back if you let them know to
credit Zion with the purchase.

v

Brokerage Account
Zion United Methodist Church

has set up an account with Steve
Arnold of Edward D Jones and
Company to make it possible for
the congregation to make
donations of stock directly to Zion
if they so desire. 

v

How silently, how silently, the
wondrous gift is given! So God
imparts to human hearts the
blessings of his heaven. No ear
may hear his coming, but in this
world of sin, where meek souls
will receive him still, the dear
Christ enters in. 

É

Team Meetings
The 2005 Zion teams will not

meet Tuesday, December 27. We
will have an organizational
meeting on Jan 9 @ 6. All team
members need to attend this
meeting. We’ll set calendars, elect
team captains, etc.

v

Christmas is love tugging man
back to God. 

v
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Reaching Out
Brochures
There are some helpful brochures
in the back of the sanctuary in the
literature rack. Check them out.
They may be helpful to you or to
someone you know. Items include
info on Zion (use this to invite
someone to worship with you),
Forgiveness, Prayer and other
practical issues.

v

Website
Awesome news! Zion has a
website! Tell your friends and

spread the word. It’s
a great way to find
out what’s going on
at Zion (check daily),
pass on prayer
requests (share yours

and pray for those posted), register
your willingness to serve (as
greeter or social time or kids
party...). If you can think of other
ways the website will serve you or
reach out to those who are yet
unchurched, please speak to Jen
Iliff (Pastor Karen will pass on the
word if you don’t meet up with
h e r ) .  T h e  a d d r e s s  i s :
www.FindlayZion.com. Jen Iliff
built the site (Thanks Jen!)

v

Give others a piece of your heart,
not a piece of your mind.

v

Kids’ Party!
We’re having a party and all kids
are invited! The Christmas party is
well into the planning stages. You
can tell Denise Bowsher how
you’ll help or you can go to the
website and register your
willingness to serve. It’s also the

fastest way to register
your kids! The theme
is Happy Birthday
Jesus. Invite any kids
you know to this event
w h i c h  w i l l  b e
December 14  .th

É

If I can stop one heart from
breaking, I shall not live in vain; if
I can ease one life the aching or
cool one pain or help one lonely
person into happiness again, I
shall not live in vain. 

Worship

Liturgists 
1  Sun - Joe Adamsst

2  Sun - Keith Willfordnd

3  Sun - Tom Foustrd

4  Sun - Gregg Foxth

5  Sun – Denny Dorman th

Thanks for your service!
v

Greeters
 9:00

Dec 4 – Harriet & Joe Adams
Dec 11 – Karl & Sandy Cramer
Dec 18 – Linda Doolittle & Vicki
Pinks

11:00 Greeters
Dec 4 – Jill & Juanita Harvey

É

A happy home I snot one without
problems, but one that handles
them with understanding and love.

Kids’ Time
1  Sunday – Deborah Foustst

2  Sunday – Virginia Geamannd

3  Sunday – Tom Foustrd

4  Sunday – Tracy Foxth

v

Choir Schedule
The choir meets on Monday
evenings at 7:00 (except on
Administrative Council night and
fifth Mondays). The choir will
sing on December 18. 

v

If I could burn more brightly with
the flame of Jesus’ love, then some
small star in heaven’s band would
shine for me above. If I could
shepherd one lost soul into the
Savior’s care, then life for me
would soar beyond the mountains
of despair. 

v

Sermon Series
Worship during
December finds
us exploring two sermon series. At
9:00 we’re looking at “All I Want
for Christmas Is....” At 11:00 the
theme is “Getting to the Heart of
Christmas”. Please consider
bringing a friend or neighbor
during this advent season.

v

C h r i s t m a s

Services
The Christmas
season will be
celebrated at
Zion! On December 24  there willth

be a Christmas Candlelight service
w i t h
Communion at
8:00 pm. On
S u n d a y ,
December 25,
there will be a
s e r v i c e  a t
11:00 (Sunday
School at 10.
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We’ll have a Wesley Covenant
Service with Communion on
January 1  at 11:00 (Sundayst

School at 10). 
v

Acceptance
The current theme for the

United Methodist church is “Open
hearts...Open minds... Open
doors”. This reminds us to love
and accept others just as Jesus did.

v

Real Ministry
Mission Sunday

Mission Sunday is the second
Sunday of the month. We collect
funds in our mission bucket.
Please be as generous as you can.

v

December Mission Projects
This month, the mission

money goes to our standing
projects: missionaries at Red Bird
Mission as well as the Cherry

Street Mission in
Toledo.

The special
projects for this
m o n t h  a r e
Project Tigger
and a Christmas
Family. Project

Tigger is the purchase of baby
bouncy seats for China and
Russian orphanages. For $8 a
bouncy seat can be purchased in
China and for $15 in Russia.
Checks accepted all month. The
Christmas family is a needy one.
We’ll collect easy to prepare food
as well as gifts. Suggestions for
gifts may be found on the
Christmas-Giving Tree. 

v

Thank you
Thank you for contributions

during November. We were able
to supply boxes for 19 college and
service people! 

We have assigned all the
Liberty-Benton Prayer Partners. If
you’ve not sent a card letting your
partner know you’re praying,
please do so.
Cards brought to
church will be
delivered to the
school for you.

v

The highest type of giving is done
from the bottom of the heart. 

v

Ministry to a Soldier
Interested in helping a soldier

be a bit less lonely? Check out
www.mysoldier.com and make a
difference in someone’s life.

v

The ways of the believer should be
as distinct from those of the
unbeliever as light from darkness
and as a bright garden from that
of a dreary desert. 

v

Discipleship
The world is such a busy place
There’s so much hurry in it.
Isn’t it nice sometimes
To pause for just a minute. 

v

Daily Devotionals
Zion is currently

embarking on a trip
through  God’s
W o r d .  U s i n g
various kinds of

study - whole book studies, topic
studies, character studies, etc
we’re discovering more about God
and how we can live a Christian
life. If you’re not currently
receiving a devotional, either
email Pastor Karen to receive it
via email or you can receive a
“hard copy” each Sunday. The
printouts can be found in the
brochure rack at the back of the
sanctuary.

v

Confirmation
Zion is forming a
c o n f i r m a t i o n
class. If your
child has completed at least 7th

grade and has not yet completed
confirmation, please see Pastor
Karen or Kay Zeisloft. We will be
ordered materials soon. We will
meet to discuss the best time to
hold the class.

v

Sunday School
A new Sunday School topic is
being explored in the annex: God
Was Here and I Was out to Lunch!
Sound familiar? Check it out at 10
am Sundays in the annex.

v

Misc
Please turn in your newsletter

articles to Marilyn Willford by
December 26. Thanks for helping
to make Zion Alive more
informative and helpful! You can
also submit articles on the website.

v

Thank You
We want to extend our Thank
Yous to our Zion family for your

http://www.mysoldier.com
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prayers, cards and condolences.
Also thank you to all involved in
the preparation of the funeral
dinner. Charlotte loved her church
family and truly enjoyed being
with all of you when she was able.
God Bless You All,
The Charlotte Benjamin-White
Family

v

Congratulations!
Liberty Benton’s Honor Roll
includes: Michelle Brown, Aaron
Svoboda, Nathan Holdman, Kyle
Grothaus, Tracy Newcomer,
Kelsey Harmon, Eric Newcomer,
Eric Bowsher, Devin Harmon,
Keith Grothaus. 

Also, inducted into the
Hancock County National Honor
Society: Tracy Fox, Nathan
Holdman, Tracy Newcomer,
Samuel Morrison. 

Great Work!
v

Minutes of Administrative

Council Meeting 
Tom Foust called the

December meeting of the Zion
UMC Administrative Council to
order on Monday, December 5 at
7 pm with prayer. 

Those present include: Gregg
Fox, Marie Eichar, Mary Thomas,
Rev. Walters, Harvey Beck, Tom
Foust, Marilyn Willford, Melanie
Fox, Bill Geaman and Jennifer
Iliff. 

Melanie Fox gave the youth
report. Fifth Quarter will resume
on January 5, 8:30-11. January 8th

is the next YF meeting. Lunch
will be served. January 14 the
youth will go tobogganing in
Indiana. We’ll leave the church by
noon. They will spend the night

and sled on Sunday. The youth
shopped for a Christmas family
and spent $235. The gifts will be
wrapped on Dec 11 with gift
exchange to follow. On Saturday,
Feb 11 there will be a chilli-Baked
Potato Dinner. Cost is $5. Tickets
available soon. 

Mary Thomas gave the
treasurer’s report. We spent more
than we took in during November.
Which means we’re using our
cushion/carry-over from last year.
The copier is paid for next year.
We kept the same contract – for
40,000 copies.

The website should be
advertized in the paper. It’s been
submitted but hasn’t appeared yet.
Pastor Karen will follow up with
Courier. 

Pastor Parish met last week
and will meet again Dec 20.
Melanie Fox gave a report on the
pastor’s visits, fulfillment of
duties, etc. 

Marie Eichar gave the
financial secretary’s report. 

Jennifer Iliff brought up the
fact we need a communication
group which is on-going (vs ad
hoc). There was some discussion
about this group meeting monthly,
updating website, etc. It was
decided the first step will be a
planning meeting which will be
January 9  @ 6. th

The Real ministry report
included the fact we’ve delivered
19 boxes to service people and
college students; collected in
November for hungry in Africa
and found a matching-gift source.
For December, funds will go to
missionaries in Red Bird as well
as Cherry Street Mission, a
Christmas family and a new
project: Project Tigger.

The meeting was closed with
prayer by Rev Walters.

v

8:00 pm
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