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Love the Children
Felice R. Prager writes in

Reader's Digest (August, 1999)
that the kids had been driving her
nuts, asking her to buy them a
talking bird, until she finally got
them a parrot. They named him
Wilbur and tried to teach him
some words, but all he would say
was, “Hello. Hello.” Her oldest
son Jeff worked with Wilbur,
trying to get him to say, “Jeff is
the greatest.” Nothing.

Her husband tried. “Give this
guy a raise,” he repeated. Nothing.

Felice took a turn. “Clean your
room.” Still nothing.

Finally, Wilbur started talking.
During dinner all they heard was:
“He did it. No, he did it.” And
then, “Get out of my room!”

Hers is not the only house
where those words are repeated
like a childhood mantra! My heart
goes out to parents. Like the father
who lamented, “When I was a
child, I never gave any thought to
running away from home. But
now that I am a parent, I think
about it all the time!”

Some advice I heard several
years ago has inspired me to
constantly give my best to my
children. The advice, surprisingly,
came from someone who was not
a parent at all, but rather a nun. It
was offered by Mother Teresa
shortly after she made a speech
about her work with the sick and
dying and her efforts to help
orphans in India. Following her
address, a member of the audience
stood and asked, “You have done
so much to make the world a

better place.
What can we
do?” He clearly
wanted to assist
in her work.

M o t h e r
Teresa smiled and said simply,
“Love your children.”

The questioner looked
perplexed and seemed about to
speak again when Mother Teresa
raised her hand. “There are other
things you can do,” she said, “but
that is the best. Love your
children. Love your children as
much as you can. That is the best.”

I can’t help but believe that her
advice, if followed by all parents
and all adults in all places at all
times, will transform our world in
a generation. Just love the children
- all the children. Love them as
much as you can. That is best.

h

Fellowship

Circle of Concern
In residential care facilities:

Maxine Hanrahan in The Heritage,
2820 Greenacre Drive

Erma Rettig and Gloria Kidd in
Birchaven, 15100 Birchaven
Lane 

h

mailto:kwalters@woh.rr.com


2 .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .

I cannot give you the formula for
success, but I can give you the
formula for failure—try to please
everybody.

Birthday Sunday
The third Sunday of the month

is Birthday Sunday. We’ll give
our wishes to all those having a
January birthday or anniversary.
There will be cake thanks to Jody
Rucker. 

h

Our dilemma is that we hate
change and love it at the same
time; what we really want is for
things to remain
the same but get
better.

h

Coffee and Social Time
Jan 15 – Jody Rucker (Birthday)
Jan 22 – Tom & Sandy Brown
Jan 29 – Bryan & Susie Stennett
Feb 5 – Tom & Sandy Brown

h

UMW News
The UMW elected officers for
2006: Deb Foust is President;
Mary Thomas is Vice President;
Faye Newman is Secretary; Jean
Adams is Treasurer; Bonnie Rettig
and Elizabeth Snyder take care of
Nominations; Kim Benjamin
oversees the reading program.

Rev. Ginny Geaman brought
the program in January focusing
on peace. Faye Newman served
(great) refreshments.

The February meeting is Feb 9
and Rev Walters is hostess and
will bring the program.

All women of the church are
welcome to the 7:OO meeting.

h

Life is overflowing with the new.
But it is necessary to empty out the
old to make room for the new to
enter.

h

Youth News
The youth

thank all who
came to the
l u n c h  o n

January 8. 
Fifth Quarter is happening

again. Chaperone sign-up is on the
bulletin board. 

The youth are going sledding
in Indiana Jan 14-15.

2006 officers are: Nathen
Holdman president, Kyle Grothaus
is vice president, Keith Grothaus
and Hillary Holdman are
secretaries.

There will be a Chilli Potato
Dinner Feb 11. $5 tickets available
from the youth. We are having
Chili / Baked Potato (toppings:
bacon bits, cheese, sour cream,
butter, green onions), Dessert and
Drink. 

The next meeting will be a
lunch meeting on February 12.
Joey Brown will have the prayer
and rock Time.

h

Another year is dawning, Dear
Father, let it be, in working or in
waiting, another year with Thee.
Another year of
leaning upon thy
loving breast.
Another year of
trusting, of quiet,
happy rest. 

Of Christ
Building Fund

Thanks to all are so faithful in
giving monthly to the building
fund! We receive an offering the
last Sunday of the month for the
building fund. You can always
place a check in the little church
and it will go to the building fund.

You can also support the
building fund by getting a Meijer
card and showing it when you
shop at Meijer. The easiest way to
sign up is on-line at Meijer.com.
The code for Zion is: 265027. 

If you shop at GFS, simply tell
them you’re from Zion (no card
required) and we’ll receive funds.

Finally, Staples will give us
cash back if you let them know to
credit Zion with the
purchase.

There will be a
congregation-wide
meeting on January
19 at 7:00 to discuss
the building. Please
plan to attend.

h

Brokerage Account
Zion United Methodist Church

has set up an account with Steve
Arnold of Edward D Jones and
Company to make it possible for
the congregation to make
donations of stock directly to Zion
if they so desire. 

h
God, give me the ability to see
good things in unexpected places
and talents in
u nexpect e d
people. Give
me the grace to
tell them so. 

h
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Team Meetings
For 2006, the teams will not

always meet together. Watch the
bulletin for meeting times. The
Real Ministry Team will meet the
last Tuesday @ 6. Most other
teams will meet before AdCouncil
on Mondays at 6:00. Watch for
specifics. 

h

Remember not only to say the
right thing in the right place but
far more difficult still, to leave
unsaid the wrong thing at the
tempting moment. 

h
A dm in is trat ive  C o u n c i l

Meeting
The January meeting was
primarily a time of organization of
the teams and calendar
coordination. 

Present were: Stephanie
Rickle, Denny Tidd, Barb Tidd,
Roger Brown, Vicki Pinks,
CarlEtta Capes, Karen Walters,

Jen Iliff, Marie Eichar, Faye

Newman, Kim Benjamin, Linda

Doolittle, Marilyn Wwillford,

Ginny Geaman, Harriet Adams,
Audrey Brown, Carol Poe, Kay
Zeisloft, Tom Foust, Bill Geaman,
Mel Fox, Gregg Fox, Tom Brown,
Sandy Brown and Jody Rucker.

Roger Brown moved we give
the money from the Chicken BBQ
to the campers, including the
Alive campers. Marie Eichar
seconded. Motion carried. The
BBQ is scheduled for April 21st

with Harlan’s 4:00-6:30.
h

Reaching Out
Brochures
There are some helpful brochures
in the back of the sanctuary in the

literature rack. Check them out.
They may be helpful to you or to
someone you know. Items include
info on Zion (use this to invite
someone to worship with you),
Forgiveness, Prayer and other
practical issues.

h
If Jesus Christ be God and died
for me, then no sacrifice can be
too great for me to make for Him.

Website
Awesome news! Zion has a
website! Tell your
friends and spread
the word. It’s a great
way to find out
what’s going on at
Zion (check daily),
pass on prayer requests (share
yours and pray for those posted),
register your willingness to serve
(as greeter or social time or kids
party...). If you can think of other
ways the website will serve you or
reach out to those who are yet
unchurched, please speak to Jen
Iliff (Pastor Karen will pass on the
word if you don’t meet up with
h e r ) .  T h e  a d d r e s s  i s :
www.FindlayZion.com. Jen Iliff
built the site (Thanks Jen!)

h

We sometimes say, “prayer
changes things.” I f we really
believe it does then let us not be so
easily affected when things look
unpromising. Let us then pray and
trust. 

h

Worship

Liturgists 
1  Sun - Joe Adamsst

2  Sun - Keith Willfordnd

3  Sun - Tom Foustrd

4  Sun - Gregg Foxth

5  Sun – Denny Dorman th

Thanks for your service!
h

Greeters
 9:00

1/15/06 - Denny & Barb Tidd 
1/22 - Tom & Sandy Brown 
1/29 - John & Faye Newman 
2/5 - Elizabeth Snyder & Jean
Adams

11:00 Greeters
1/15 - Keith & Marilyn Willford 
1/22 - Deb Core & girls 
1/29 - Bill & Ginny Geaman 
2/5 - Steve & Kim Benjamin

h
Peace rules the day when Christ
rules the mind. 

h
Kids’ Time
1  Sunday – Deborah Foustst

2  Sunday – Virginia Geamannd

3  Sunday – Tom Foustrd

4  Sunday – Tracy Foxth

h

Choir Schedule
The choir meets on Monday
evenings at 6:00 (except on
Administrative Council night and
fifth Mondays). 

h

God grant me the serenity to
accept the things I
cannot change;
the courage to
change the things
I can and the
wisdom to know
the difference. 
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Fifth Sunday
We have a fifth Sunday in January
– January 29  – so we’ll haveth

Sunday School at 9:00, worship at
10:00 and a potluck at 11:00.
Please make plans now! 

h

Acceptance
The current theme for the

United Methodist church is “Open
hearts...Open minds... Open
doors”. This reminds us to love
and accept others just as Jesus did.

v

Real Ministry
Mission Sunday

Mission Sunday is the second
Sunday of the month. We collect
funds in our mission bucket.
Please be as generous as you can.

h

January Mission Project
This month, the mission

money goes to our standing
p r o j e c t s :
missionaries
at Red Bird
M i s s i o n ,
F r i e n d l y
Center  in
Toledo as

well as the Crowes.
Extra money this month goes

to the Church World Service –
Blankets for $5. Blankets help
those who suffer due to
hurricanes, tsunamis, earthquakes,
etc. 

h
I can see how it might be possible
for a man to look down upon the
earth and be an atheist but I
cannot conceive how he could

look up into the heavens and say
there is no God. Abe Lincoln

h

Ministry to a Soldier
Interested in helping a soldier

be a bit less lonely? Check out
www.mysoldier.c
om and make a
d i ffe rence  in
someone’s life.

h

The Lord wants our precious time,
not our spare time. 

h

Discipleship
Daily Devotionals

We are no longer producing
the weekly devotionals. If you’re
missing some, be sure to go
through and see which ones you
need.

One of the requests received is
to have devotionals on the
website. We’re working on that
and should have something
available soon.

h

Confirmation
Zion is forming a
confirmation class.
If your child has
completed at least
7  grade and has not yetth

completed confirmation, please
see Pastor Karen or Kay Zeisloft.
We will be ordered materials soon.
We will meet to discuss the best
time to hold the class.

h

Sunday School
A new Sunday School topic is
being explored in the annex: God

Was Here and I Was out to Lunch!
Sound familiar? Check it out at 10
am Sundays in the annex.

h
Bibles
We have Bibles to give away. If
you know someone wanting to
know Christ and needing an
accessible Bible, please pick up
one and share it with them!

h

Misc
Please turn in your newsletter

articles to Marilyn Willford by
January 30. Thanks for helping to
make Zion Alive more informative
and helpful! You can also submit
articles on the website.

h

Thank You
Thank you to whomever placed
the beautiful new light in the back
hallway! It’s a wonderful addition
- bringing light to a very dark
corner of our church. It’s been
used often already.

Also, thank you to Roger
Brown for the Christmas gift of
the pew candle holders. They are
simply beautiful and made our
Christmas candlelight service
lovely! Thank you!!

h

January 16 - no
mail or banking

http://www.mysoldier.com
http://www.mysoldier.com
http://www.mysoldier.com

	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4

