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Winning and Losing

It's been statistically proven
that out of the 162 Major League
baseball games that make up a full
season of play, every team will
win at least 60 games and lose at
least 60 games. In other words, the
worst team will still manage to
win 60 games, and the best team
will still manage to lose 60. It's
what happens with the other 42
that makes or breaks a season. It's
an interesting way to think about a
baseball season and another reason
why I think baseball is a lot like
life.

Winning teams experience a
lot of losses. Losing teams
experience a significant amount of
wins. For 120 games out of 162,
everybody looks the same. That's
almost 75% of the season. It's
what happens with the remaining
25% that makes the difference
between a champion and a cellar-
dweller.

Life is all about ups and
downs. We're all going to have
good days and bad days. Winners
don't win all the time; losers don't
lose all the time. In fact, most of
the time, it's hard to tell the
difference. You can't make one's
experience the judge of
everything. Pretty much all of
sports tells us that winning is only
a slight edge.

So what's the point of this for
us? Experience isn't everything. If
you're having a hard day, be
patient, things are about to change.
If you are cruising on top of
things, enjoy it, because things are
about to change. Change is the one

constant for all of .
us, and those who E ,
are best prepared =
for it will have the 7
best experience. If »
you expect things ,
to always go well
and get upset when they don't,
you're in for making tough times
tougher. If you are simply grateful
for what each day brings, you will
fare much better in the long run.

Paul revealed the secret for
making it through his “season” of
life. “I have learned the secret of
being content in any and every
situation, whether well fed or
hungry, whether living in plenty or
in want. I can do everything
through Him who gives me
strength” (Philippians 4:12-13).

It is a way to live that evens
out the wins and the losses. It even
leaves the wins and losses up to
God. Don't you remember that
coach who taught you as a kid that
it's not all about winning or losing,
but how you play the game that
counts?
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Circle of Concern
In residential care facilities:
Erma Rettig and Gloria Kidd in
Birchaven, 15100 Birchaven
Lane
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If you scatter thorns, don't go

barefoot. Italian proverb
{
Y
‘r.{_ﬂ Birthday
£ yEdos & Sunday

E_ Anniversanes

S TheMmiy ~ Birthday

Sunday is July
16. Happy Birthday and Happy
Anniversary to all celebrating in
July.
*

Craft-Makers

During the summer, Zion folks are
gathering periodically to make
crafts for the fall craft bazaar.
Watch the bulletins for dates and
times. The next one is July 6 at
11:30.
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Of Christ

Building Fund

Thanks to all are m
so faithful in giving -
monthly to the h

building fund! We BUILDIMNG
[FO R THE]

receive an offering
the last Sunday of the FUTURE

month for the building fund. You
can always place a check in the
little church and it will go to the
building fund.

You can also support the
building fund by getting a Meijer
card and showing it when you
shop at Meijer. The easiest way to
sign up is on-line at Meijer.com.
The code for Zion is: 265027.

If you shop at GFS, simply tell
them you’re from Zion (no card
required) and we’ll receive funds.

Finally, Staples will give us
cash back if you let them know to

credit Zion with the purchase.
*

Enthusiasm in the church is as
important as fire in the cookstove!
Billy Sunday

Finance Report

May income was $7321.25
May expenses $8086.65
For a net loss of (743.40)

June income was $5856.35
Expenses $7488.52
For a net loss of (1632.17)

*
Horse Show
We are helping with the food
booth at the horse show (at
fairgrounds) again this year -
watch for your chance to sign up
to help!
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Reaching Out

Brochures
There are some helpful brochures
in the back of the

- [ ]
sanctuary in the /f_f'.’!_g’f?,f;'ﬂf
literature rack. They fﬁ'{{.—.[ﬁ—*ﬁl
may be helpful to 8 ~
you or to someone
you know. Items
include info on Zion
(use this to invite someone to
worship with you), Forgiveness,
Prayer, ideas for traveling with
children and other practical
issues. See if you can increase
your discipleship this summer!
*
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W ebsite . |
Awesome news! 7

Zion has a website! WeB
Tell your friends SITE!

and spread the word. It’s a great

prayer requests (share yours and
pray for those posted), register
your willingness to serve (as
greeter or social time...). The

address is: www.FindlayZion.com.
*

Blessed is the man who figures out
which way God is moving and
then gets going in the same

direction.
*

Worship
Liturgists
1** Sun - Joe Adams
2" Sun - Keith Willford
3" Sun - Tom Foust
4™ Sun - Gregg Fox
Thanks for your service!

*
Greeters
9:00

7/2 - Jean Adams
7/9 - Karl & Sandy Cramer
7/16 - Elizabeth and Audrey
Snyder
7/23 - Mary Thomas

11:00 Greeters
7/2 - Jody Rucker & Cindy Brown

others needed!
*

No problem is too big for God'’s
power; no person is too small for
God’s love.
*
Kids’ Time
1** Sunday — Deborah Foust
2" Sunday — Virginia Geaman
3" Sunday — Tom Foust
4™ Sunday — Tracy Fox
5™ Sunday — Barb Tidd

way to find out what’s going on F% %’% F% F% ﬁ*ﬁ F'%
at Zion (check daily), pass on - * * * * *



Choir Picnic
We’re having a choir picnic on
July 26 at 6:00 pm at the
Riverside Park Pavilion at 6:00
~ pm! Please bringa
£+ dish to share,
table service and a
drink. Chicken
sandwiches will
be provided. You
might want to bring a chair to
enjoy the music in the park later in
the evening. In case of rain, the
event will be held at Mary
Thomas’ home. Spouses and
guests are welcome! Please come
and enjoy the fellowship and fun!
*

Acceptance
The current theme for the
United Methodist church is “Open
hearts...Open minds... Open
doors”. This reminds us to love

and accept others just as Jesus did.
*

Real Ministry
Mission Sunday
Mission Sunday is the first
Sunday of the month. We collect
funds in our mission bucket. This
month the funds go to Friendly
Center in Toledo,
Fa The Smallwoods,
- Agricultural ministry
- ‘i in the Congo, as well
as Operation Child-
MISSION to-Child. The kids
ﬁ are making blankets
in VBS and we need
to pay to have them shipped to
central America.
We are also collecting foods
for the Zion food pantry. We don’t

hand out food every day but we do
supply the needs of some women

3

and quite a few children. Foods
we need are: cereal, peanut butter,
jelly, mac & cheese, soup, baked
beans, ravioli, spaghetti, corn,
peas, green beans, fruits

*

1 sought to hear the voice of God

and climbed the topmost steeple.

But God declared, “Go down

again, I dwell among the people.”
*

Ministry to a Soldier

Interested in helping a soldier
be a bit less lonely?
Check out
www.mysoldier.co
m and make a
difference in
someone’s life.

*

Remember
Our Military
i

Mission Bucket
The first Sunday of the month, we
collect a mission offering. During
this time,

anyone wishing

to contribute ,“yssion 'Nbeq; \
are invited Q’Q\T k.
forward to =
place their

offering in the red bucket. This
sudden event can be confusing to
those who find these customs new.
Because the mission offering is
separate from our general offering
(the general offering into the
plates or baskets) are used to

cover our daily operations.
*
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Do all the good you can.
By all the means you can.
In all the ways you can.
In all the places you can.
At all the times you can.
To all the people you can.

As long as ever you can.
John Wesley
*

Discipleship
Vacation Bible School
We’re Having a Fiesta!
Where kids are fired up about
Jesus! Join us for a sizzling
celebration of Jesus’ love.
Everyone involved with Fiesta will
be amazed how easy and exciting
it is to
present,
explore and
encourage
children on
their quest
for learning
God’s Word.

Each day kids will enjoy tasty
treats at Maraca Munchies, go on
Hot Bible Adventures, create in
Cactus Crafts, play Grande
Games, meet Chadder Chipmunk
and sing during Fiesta Finale.

Throughout the week the kids
will be working to “blanket” Latin
American children with Jesus’
love, through Operation Kid-to-
Kid.

The VBS program is for ages3
through 5" grade. Parents and
Grandparents are encouraged to
stay and participate any or all
days.

Registration is quick and easy
at our website: FindlayZion.com
or register at the Fiesta display at
church. You can also sign up to
help at the Fiesta display or email
Audrey Brown (also can ask
questions) at
abrown(O1@]ocalnet.com

Last year we asked each one in
the congregation to sponsor a
child. We are estimating the cost



http://www.mysoldier.com
http://www.mysoldier.com
http://www.mysoldier.com
mailto:abrown01@localnet.com

of food and snacks to be $5 per
child. This will be used to
purchase all refreshments, snacks
and meals for the entire program,
as well as paper products needed.
If anyone has any decorating
items such as serapes, sombreros,
pictures, clay pots, etc to loan us,
please let Audrey Brown know.
Please begin praying now we
can reach many unchurched
children for Jesus.
Thank you for your support!
*

Misc
Please turn in your newsletter
articles to Marilyn Willford by
July 30. Thanks for helping to
make Zion Alive more informative
and helpful! You can also submit

articles on the website.
*

Be patient with the faults of
others; they have to patient with

Yours.
*

Sign Up

Please remember to sign up for
greeter or social time. You can
always do this on-line at
FindlayZion.com. On Sundays
you can sign up at our new
volunteer center! Roger Brown
(thanks!) has created a place for
all of our sign up lists next to the
steps to the sanctuary. The
worship committee requested we
stop sending sign-up sheets
throughout the
congregation during
A worship as it’s
distracting and not
conducive to a
worshipful attitude.

That’s great for worship but please
remember to go the volunteer
center to sign up!

*
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WOMENOFFAITH

Women of Faith
Would you like to attend the
Women of Faith Conference in Ft
Wayne, August 18-19? Barbara
Businger has tickets she’ll sell.
The cost for the Friday night/All
day Saturday package is $73. The
allday Friday-Saturday package is
$99 (includes lunch both days).
You can call Barb at 419/423-
7560.

*

Lord, you know how busy I will be
today. If I forget you, please do
not forget me.

Thank You
Dear Family and Friends,

Thank you so much for my
graduation  gift.
Your kind words,
cards and gift * g
were all greatly Sk}
appreciated. '
Thanks, Jill
Harmon

Friends of Zion,
Thanks so much for the peace lily
that was sent to Laney in the

hospital. Wereally appreciate g
all of your thoughts and g

prayers during this joyous time in
our lives.
Love, The Rader family

*

Daily prayers lesson daily cares.
*
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