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The Lord is My Banner
With the approach of Flag Day

and Independence Day, an article
with a patriotic theme seems
appropriate. Ever been to a
sporting event? What do they
always do before they start? Either
the crowd or a professional, sings
the National Anthem. Sometimes
I’m caught up in the flag during
this; sometimes I find myself
looking around. Not out of
disrespect, but curiosity.

On Veterans’ Day at a
Columbus Blue Jackets’ game,
Lima Company, just back from
Iraq, was honored. I found my eye
wandering to the men who’d seen
so much standing at attention and
so obviously moved by the playing
of the Star-Spangled Banner. 

Sometimes, people seem to act
like the National Anthem is like a
rallying point for the teams to get
ready for action. 

I wonder how many flags I
passed by this week. Probably
dozens and dozens. They’re all
around—not only flying on a flag
pole, but on bumper stickers,
windows, and a variety of other
places. Sometimes we just rush by
them, however.

Flags aren’t the only thing we
rush by without taking note.
National anthems aren’t the only
songs we sing or hear and forget
hours later. And how easy it is to
pass by opportunities to
remember, pray for, and thank
those serving, or who have served,
in the armed forces. Why do we
easily forget those who gave their
life for my country and freedoms?

I tend to be
oblivious not only to
things in the world,
but also to things in
the Word—God’s
banner-flag of truth
that flies over my life. Unaware, I
rush past so many physical and
spiritual blessings. Today I’m
stopping to not only consider the
stars and stripes on the American
flag, but also the stars and stripes
noted in Scripture. I recall the
flag—the banner, if you will—of
stars Abraham saw over his head
when God told him, “Look up at
the heavens and count the stars—if
indeed you can count them.” Then
the Lord said to him, “So shall
your offspring be” (Genesis 15:5).
That flaglike banner over
Abraham’s head reminds me of
the Morning Star—the world’s
Savior—that came to
earth thousands of
years later. His name?
Jesus. And by the
stripes he received
from whips as he went
to the cross, we were
saved and healed
(Isaiah 53:4–6). 

How nonchalantly
we walk past the
presence, promises, and peace of
the one whose banner flies over
us. How often I have sung his
praise in song, only to forget it
hours later. I must seem so
unappreciative of the constant
grace and salvation I have through
Christ. That’s very sad on my part.
Forgive my lack of appreciation,
Savior. 
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We daily live under the banner
of our living God, who serves us
and who won salvation for us. For
those of us living in the United
States, the American banner-flag
flies over us, reminding us of
those who serve and have served
us in both wartime and peace. It is
a call to freedom. The stars and
stripes. What a symbol of our
nation’s heritage. 

'

Fellowship

Circle of Concern
In residential care facilities:

Erma Rettig and Gloria Kidd in
Birchaven, 15100 Birchaven
Lane 

'
So if you’re serious about living
this new resurrection life with
Christ, act like it. Pursue the
things over which Christ presides.
Don’t shuffle along, eyes to the
ground, absorbed with the things
right in front of you. Look up, and
be alert to what is going on
around Christ – that’s where the
action is. See things from His
perspective.” -- Colossians 3: 1-2
The Message '

B i r t h d a y
Sunday

B i r t h d a y
Sunday is June
18 .  Happyt h

Birthday and Happy Anniversary
to all celebrating in June.
Elizabeth Snyder is providing
cake for us this month.

Hatred is like an acid. It can do
more damage to the vessel in
which it is stored than to the
object on which it is poured. 

'

Youth News
The youth are

traveling to Alive
June 21-24. 

There is no
STOMP in June.
Everyone’s coming to Zion in
July! (July 16). 

The Hot Dog stand at Wal-
Mart was successful - the youth
raised $220. 

The youth are still collecting
printer cartridges. The small home
size is needed too. 

T-shirts are in! See Cindy if
you haven’t gotten yours. Cost
(which goes to Melanie Fox) is
$10. 

'
To reply to a nasty remark with
another nasty remark is like trying
to remove dirt with mud. 

'

Of Christ
Building Fund

Thanks to all are so faithful in
giving monthly to the building
fund! We receive an offering the
last Sunday of the month for the
building fund. You can always
place a check in the little church
and it will go to the building fund.

You can also support the
building fund by getting a Meijer
card and showing it when you
shop at Meijer. The easiest way to
sign up is on-line at
Meijer.com. The code
for Zion is: 265027. 

If you shop at
GFS, simply tell them
you’re from Zion (no

card required) and we’ll receive
funds.

Finally, Staples will give us
cash back if you let them know to
credit Zion with the purchase.

'
Lord, when we are wrong, make
us willing to change. And when
we’re right, make us easy to live
with. ’

Reaching Out
Brochures
There are some helpful brochures
in the back of the sanctuary in the
literature rack. They may be
helpful to you or to someone you
know. Items include info on Zion
(use this to invite someone to
worship with you), Forgiveness,
Prayer, ideas for traveling with
children  and other practical
issues.

'

Website
Awesome news!
Z i o n  h a s  a
website! Tell your
friends and spread the word. It’s a
great way to find out what’s going
on at Zion (check daily), pass on
prayer requests (share yours and
pray for those posted), register
your willingness to serve (as
greeter or social time...). The
address is: www.FindlayZion.com.

'

The only fair way to talk about
somebody is to speak as though
you knew he was listening in. 

'

Worship
Liturgists 
1  Sun - Joe Adamsst

2  Sun - Keith Willfordnd
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3  Sun - Tom Foustrd

4  Sun - Gregg Foxth

Thanks for your service!
'

Greeters
 9:00

6/4 - Gregg & Melanie Fox 
6/11 - Joe & Harriet Adams 
6/18 - Gene & Margaret Brown 
6/25 - Open 
7/2 - Jean Adams

11:00 Greeters
6/4 - Harvey &
Midge Beck 
6/11-25 - Open 

7/2 - Jody Rucker & Cindy Brown
'

The most desirable time to read
the Bible is as often as possible. 

'

Kids’ Time
1  Sunday – Deborah Foustst

2  Sunday – Virginia Geamannd

3  Sunday – Tom Foustrd

4  Sunday – Tracy Foxth

5  Sunday – Barb Tiddth

'

Candles
During worship
we light candles
to represent the
presence of

Christ. We leave them lit
following the 9:00 am service and
have them precede us out into the
world to show we are one
congregation and Christ is present
during our worship and goes with
us into our daily lives and
mission.

During Easter we lit a Christ
candle (the large white one). This
candle represents Christ’s bodily
presence with us following his

death and resurrection. We no
longer light it following Ascension
Sunday (representing he’s now in
heaven). Some churches even stop
the reading of the scriptures on
Ascension Sunday and at the
moment the Bible says he
ascended, the candle i s
extinguished.

'

Acceptance
The current theme for the

United Methodist church is “Open
hearts...Open minds... Open
doors”. This reminds us to love
and accept others just as Jesus did.

'

Real Ministry
M i s s i o n
Sunday

M i s s i o n
Sunday is the
first Sunday of
the month. We
collect funds in our mission
bucket. This month the funds go to
Friendly Center in Toledo, The
Smallwoods, Agricultural ministry
in the Congo, as well as Hancock
County Habitat for Humanity. 

We are also collecting foods
for the Zion food pantry. We don’t
hand out food every day but we do
supply the needs of some women
and quite a few children. Foods
we need are: cereal, peanut butter,
jelly, mac & cheese, soup, baked
beans, ravioli, spaghetti, corn,
peas, green beans, fruits

'
If all the neglected Bibles were
dusted simultaneously, we would
have a record dust storm and the
sun would go into eclipse for a
week. 

'

Mission Opportunity
The 2006 School of Christian
Mission will take place with a Day
Sampler on July 15; a Weekend
Event from July 14-July 16; and a
Five-Day School from July 17-
July 21 all on the campus of Ohio
Northern University. For more
information contact West Ohio
School of Christian Mission
Registrar Jeanne Schierloh at
9 3 7 / 4 3 4 - 3 1 0 7  o r  a t
djschierloh@sbcglobal .ne t .
Deadline is June 16.

'

Ministry to a Soldier
Interested in

helping a soldier be
a bit less lonely?
C h e c k  o u t
www.mysoldier.co
m and make a difference in
someone’s life.

'
And forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass
against us. Make me patient and
sympathetic with the shortcomings
of others, especially of those I
love; and keep me sternly watchful
only of my own. 

'

Mission Bucket
The first Sunday of the month, we
collect a mission offering. During
this time, anyone wishing to
contribute are invited forward to
place their offering in the red
bucket. This sudden event can be
confusing to those who find these
customs new. Because the mission
offering is separate from our
general offering (the general
offering into the plates or baskets)
are used to cover
o u r  d a i l y
operations.

'

http://www.mysoldier.com
http://www.mysoldier.com
http://www.mysoldier.com
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Thank You
We received a thank you note
from City Mission for the gift of
food following our Chicken BBQ.

'

Mission Update
Thanks for your
generosity! Each
month we support
The Smallwoods,
Agricultural Ministry

in the Congo and the Friendly
Center in Toledo with $20 (each).
We then send any funds left over
to the project of the month. In
April, we gave $82 to Youth for
Christ (this serves our youth). In
May we gave  $135 to Hoytville
for HYCO - a ministry for
children and youth. 

We sent a care package to
Matt in Iraq. It’s been mailed.

We have created five flood
buckets! It takes a lot of things to
create one so good job Sunday
School classes!

We send approximately 200
seed packets to Jackson Area
Ministry which distributes seeds
to needy families who grow
gardens to each, can and share.

'

Thank You
Zion UMC,
Thank you for your offering to
help the Findlay Area Youth for
Christ share God’s love and
forgiveness with area young
people. You are a blessing to us
and the over 600 students we meet

with weekly.
I t  i s  o u r
privilege to
serve with
you!

'

Discipleship
Confirmation
Congratulations to the 2006
Confirmation class. They were
confirmed on June 4. Confirmed
were: Maria Core, Devin Harmon,
Brooke Stennett.

'

Graduates
Congratulations to the
2006 graduates .
Receiving a Master’s
Degree was Jill Harmon.

Graduating from high school
were: Michelle Brown, Stephanie
Bush, Nicole Rucker, Aaron
Svoboda, Becky Wolford, and
Ron Zeisloft. They were
recognized June 11.

'

Draw Close to Christ
As I sped down the highway, I

saw a beautiful waterfall and
thought, How lovely! I'm glad I
got to see it.  Then I thought about
a time in Tennessee when I hiked
right up to a waterfall.  The closer
I got to it, the richer the
experience was.  Not only did I see
the waterfall, but I also heard the
thunder of water crashing onto the
rocks.  I felt the wet mist on my
cheeks and hair, and I smelled the
damp earth and the lush vegetation
that grew at the water's edge.
When I scooped up a handful of
water, it felt cool and refreshing.

Sometimes we approach Christ
in the same way I saw the
waterfall from the car.  We go to
church on Sunday morning, but
we stay wrapped up in our busy
lives.  We don't take the time to
experience the richness of a deep
relationship with Christ.  Just as
we experience a waterfall more

fully up close,
w e  c a n
experience a
f u l l e r
relat ionship
with Christ
when we draw
close to him.
T h r o u g h
reading scripture, spending time in
prayer, participating in a faith
community, and reaching out to
those in need, we build a deeper
relationship with Christ.  A little
extra effort and time
spent centering our
lives on Christ will
be richly rewarded.

'

Vacation Bible

School

We’re Having a Fiesta!
Where kids are fired up about
Jesus! Join us for a sizzling
celebration of Jesus’ love.
Everyone involved with Fiesta will
be amazed how easy and exciting
it is to present, explore and
encourage children on their quest
for learning God’s Word.

Each day kids will enjoy tasty
treats at Maraca Munchies, go on
Hot Bible Adventures, create in
Cactus Crafts, play Grande
Games, meet Chadder Chipmunk
and sing during Fiesta Finale.

Throughout the week the kids
will be working to “blanket” Latin
American children with Jesus’
love, through Operation Kid-to-
Kid.

We are aiming for 100 kids
again this year. To make this year
as successful as past years, we
need your help. There are plenty of
opportunities to let your love for
God and children shine!
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* Crew leaders (move kids from
station to station)

* Registration (check kids in)
* Meal/Snacks
* Pre-School (ages 3-5)
* Decorations
* Tie blankets
* Bakers (100 cupcakes/100

sugar cookies)
T h e  V B S
program is
for  ages3
through 5th

g r a d e .
Parents and
Grandparents

are encouraged to stay and
participate any or all days.

Registration is quick and easy
at our website: FindlayZion.com
or register at the Fiesta display at
church. You can also sign up to
help at the Fiesta display or email
Audrey Brown (also can ask
q u e s t i o n s )  a t
abrown01@localnet.com

Last year we asked each one in
the congregation to sponsor a
child. We are estimating the cost
of food and snacks to be $5 per
child. This will be used to
purchase all refreshments, snacks
and meals for the entire program,
as well as paper products needed.

If anyone has any decorating
items such as serapes, sombreros,
pictures, clay pots, etc to loan us,
please let Audrey Brown know.

Please begin praying now we
can reach many unchurched
children for Jesus.

Thank you for your support!
'

Misc
Please turn in your newsletter

articles to Marilyn Willford by

June 25. Thanks for helping to
make Zion Alive more informative
and helpful! You can also submit
articles on the website.

'

Sign Up
Please remember to sign up for
greeter or social time. You can
always do this on-line at
FindlayZion.com. On Sundays you
can sign up at our new volunteer
center! Roger Brown (thanks!) has
created a place for all of our sign
up lists next to the steps to the
sanctuary. The worship committee
requested we stop sending sign-up
sheets throughout the congregation
during worship as it’s distracting
and not conducive to a worshipful
attitude. That’s great for worship
but please remember to go the
volunteer center to sign up!

'

Thank You
The Zion Family,
We would like to thank you for
the hearts door picture you have
for our wedding. It’s beautiful.
Thanks again for everything! We
really appreciate it. Blessings to
all of you! Love, Nick & Sarah
(Knowlton) Harvey

'

Minutes of Administrative

Council Meeting 
The June meeting of the Zion

Administrative Council was
Monday, June 5 at 7:00 pm. Those
present include: Tom Brown,
Marie Eichar, Marilyn Willford,
Gregg Fox, Bill Geaman, Tom
Foust, Melanie Fox, Jennifer Iliff,
Roger Brown, Barb Tidd, Karen
Walters. 

The meeting was opened with
prayer by Tom Foust.

UMYF have five going Alice
in June. T-shirts are in and the Hot

Dog stand at Wal-Mart netted
$220, according to Mel Fox.

Tom Brown reported the
trustees are looking for someone
to paint the steep part of the roof.

Roger Brown gave the pastor’s
report.

Marie Eichar reported for the
Finance Committee. We’re still a
month behind on apportionments.
Rest of the bills are paid. We have
$894.65 in the bank.

Bill Geaman reported for
Reaching Out. No STOMP in
June. At Zion in July. Cub Scouts
in day camps. Boy Scouts going to
Camp Berry.

Worship Committee reported
we’re having Grad Sunday on
June 11 and Fathers’ Day on June
18. June 25 is UMW/Laity Sun.

Barb Tidd gave the Real
Ministry Report. We have five
flood buckets together. The box
has been sent to Iraq. Habitat is the
special project this month as well
as published food list. Next year
for the L-B Prayer partners, we
want to include a Dietz coupon
with each invitation. Bill Geaman
moved we take $100 from the
Tools & Blanket money and give
to the Bishop’s Appeal. Barb Tidd
seconded, motion carried. 

In miscellaneous business, it’s
confirmed Zion wants to have a
family camp July 28-29. Mohican
is too far for the price of gas.

The meeting was adjourned at
7:30 with prayer by Rev. Walters.

'
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