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So What Is Holy?

“What God arranges for us to
experience at each moment is the
holiest thing that could happen to
us.” This quote is from Jean-Pierre
Caussade, an 18" century writer
who shows us that sometimes it
takes writers and thinkers from
other centuries to awaken us to
new ways of thinking. Well... new
to us, maybe, not to them.

Nothing stunts our spiritual
growth more than the imaginary
line by which we separate holy
things from secular things. Or how
about the way we make “holy”
things holy by removing them
from their human context and
making them glow with their own
special kind of light? That's closer
to superstition than it is holiness.

Jesus Christ lived human life
on a strictly human level and yet
all of it was holy because of who
He was. I can't imagine Jesus ever
having a purely “secular” moment.
So does that mean He walked
around with His hands in a
praying position all the time,
spoke in a low voice, never
laughed, and whenever He opened
His mouth, scripture came out?

Come now, we all know too
much about being human to really
believe this, but then where do
these ideas come from? I think
there are lots of answers but at
least two big ones. 1) We like to
keep the sacred far enough away
as to be beyond our reach, thus
having an excuse for not even
trying to be holy. 2) We are too
embarrassed about our humanity
to imagine Christ ever really

sharing in it.

Well it's time
to welcome
Christ into our
world. Welcome
Him to coffee, to
our cell phone conversations, to
our chores around the house, to
our commute, to the board
meeting and the shopping mall --
to the kitchen, the family room.

We've been trying too long to
get into His world with little or no
success, which is pretty silly when
He already came to our world,
lived in flesh like ours and intends
to continue living in our flesh
today. The Word became flesh and
it still is flesh, it's just that the
flesh it became here on earth is
now yours and mine instead of
Christ's. Until we believe this we
will never understand what it
means to be holy.

So let’s set aside all those
eyes-rolled-back, flipped-out ideas
ofholiness, and welcome Christ to
our little, seemingly insignificant,
dysfunctional lives. That's where
He wants to be anyway. And that's
precisely where the enemy doesn't
want Him to be, because once He
is there, we discover, in fact, that
we are not insignificant after all.
Suddenly all of life is sacred, and
we can finally say along with
Jean-Pierre Caussade, “What God
arranges for us to experience at
each moment is the holiest thing
that could happen to us.”

During this season of Lent, we
have the opportunity to move
closer to God. To be holy. Don’t
miss it. H
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Circle of Concern
In residential care facilities:
Maxine Hanrahan and Dorothy
Roy in The Heritage, 2820
Greenacre Drive
Erma Rettig and Gloria Kidd in
Birchaven, 15100 Birchaven
Lane
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Enthusiasm is as good a thing in
the Church as fire is in a cook
stove. Billy Sunday
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Birthday
" et Sunday
= T Mot The third

Sunday of the
month is Birthday Sunday. We’ll
give our wishes to all those having
a March birthday or anniversary.
There will be cake thanks to
Audrey and Sandy Brown.

#

Does God seem far away? Who do
you think moved?
#

Coffee and Social Time
March 5 — Shawn & Jen Iliff
March 12 — Bob & Leona Core
March 19 — Browns

March 26 — Jeff & Kim Holdman

UMW News .qu

The UMW will - }’“' ﬁ‘*
meet on March 9 at

7 with Marie mn&ﬁ]mgh
Eichar serving as hostess and
bringing the program.

All women are invited to come
at 6:15 for a reading circle.

The last Findlay District
UMW Spring Retreat will be held
April 18 at John Stewart UMC.
Bringing the program are
Catherine Ritch Guess (author of
Findlay-based books), Mark
Barden (Director of
Mission/Outreach) and Jamie
Purser (son of Catherine and
musician/song writer). They come
to us from the Western North
Carolina Conference in the Blue
Ridge Mountains. This should be
an incredible celebration. If you’d
like to car pool, talk to Marie
Eichar and something will be
arranged.

#H

Blessed is the man who, having
nothing to say, abstains from
giving wordy evidence of the fact.
George Eliot (1819-1880)
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Youth News ‘“““'

The youth thank lT_F'*'ff’
all who came to the % _i“\.g":'- g
Breakfast on March A{’ o
Sth. - . -x.

STOMP s
March 12™ at Living Stones
Fellowship @ 6:30.

The youth will bring the
Sunrise service.

The next meeting is April 2™
and lunch will be served to anyone
wanting to stay.

Thanks to all who supported
the Chilli-Baked Potato Dinner.

The youth made $300. And the
tentative date for the Hot Dog
stand at Wal-Mart is May 20-21.
The youth are working on
making 2006 one of great spiritual
growth. Please partner with our
youth in prayer during this year.
Also, please pray for the youth
leadership who are also
committing to deeper spiritual
growth this year.
#

For I am not ashamed of the

gospel, it is the power of God for

salvation to everyone who has

faith. Romans 1:16
#

Friendship First

Friendship First is an opportunity
to grow in our relationships with
one another The plan is to get to
know each other on a deeper level
so we have deeper relationships
and therefore more unity. It will
also remind us of God’s friendship
with us. We're praying this
awesome experience will touch
people's hearts and lives with the
power of friendship and God's
love.

The Lenten time did not work
as too many folks were already
committed. Please consider when
a better time for your schedule
would be and let Pastor Karen
know.

H

Of Christ

Building Fund

Thanks to all are so faithful in
giving monthly to the building
fund! We receive an offering the
last Sunday of the month for the
building fund. You can always
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i | place a check in the
- i &}l little church and it
=y ﬁ will go to the
_nﬁﬁ building fund.
ComiOomes  You can  also
support the building fund by
getting a Meijer card and showing
it when you shop at Meijer. The
easiest way to sign up is on-line at
Meijer.com. The code for Zion is:
265027.

If you shop at GFS, simply tell
them you’re from Zion (no card
required) and we’ll receive funds.

Finally, Staples will give us
cash back if you let them know to

credit Zion with the purchase.
#

The cross is God’s plus sign to a
needy world.

H
-t @ The date is set -
o time to start
a1 baking! The

annual Zion Chicken BBQ is here
again. Harlan’s will supply the
chicken, potato and vegetable and
we supply the dessert and drink.
The cost is $7. New this year is a
drive through option. Watch for
tickets which will be available
soon. Please start praying about
who you can sell or give tickets to.
The profits of the BBQ support

scholarship for Church
camp/Alive.
#
Reaching Out
Brochures

There are some helpful brochures
in the back of the sanctuary in the
literature rack. Check them out.
They may be helpful to you or to

3

someone you know. Items include
info on Zion (use this to invite
someone to worship with you),
Forgiveness, Prayer and other
practical issues.

#

Website &
Awesome news! Wi

. . 1
Zion has a'websne! ﬁ%
Tell your friends and Yot seen T

ir Yeeh Site?

spread the word. It’s
a great way to find out what’s
going on at Zion (check daily),
pass on prayer requests (share
yours and pray for those posted),
register your willingness to serve
(as greeter or social time or kids

party...). The address is:
www.FindlayZion.com.
#

Another person’s secret is like
another person’s money, you are
not as careful with it as you are

with your own. E.W. Howe
#

Are You One Of Those Born
Again Christians?

I have a good friend who was
thrown, as a Christian, into a
largely non-Christian world due to
work.

She is often asked to answer
questions like “Are you one of
those born again Christians?” to
which she responds, “Well, what
do you mean by 'born again?"’
Pretty consistently the answer she
gets to that question prompts her
to say, “Well if that's what you
mean, no, I'm not.” What then
transpires is an opportunity for her
to tell what she does believe.
Inevitably, people are more
interested in her definition, and are

much more willing to accept her
as a Christian.

I'suppose she could answer the
“born again” question in the
affirmative and end the discussion
right there, but nothing would be
gained.

Her open-ended response is
wise for two reasons. 1) It gives
her an opportunity to correct what
wrong impressions people have of
Christianity. 2) It allows her to tell
her own story and put the meaning
of her faith into her own words.

Talking about Jesus needs to
be more about meanings than
about words, anyway. As
Christians we get so wrapped up
in words that we don't stop to
consider what meanings our words
are conveying. That's why we need
to ask questions instead of just
giving answers. I think sometimes
we hide behind
words because then
we don't have to
think about the
meaning of what we
say. We can just say
it, go on our way,
and feel justified for having said
the right thing.

Memorized phrases and stock
words only mean something to
those who are already members of
the Christian club. They provide a
certain security against not
knowing what to say. On the other
hand, if you have a living, vibrant
relationship with God through
Christ, you will never be at a loss
for words when asked about your
faith. It will be the most natural
thing to talk about, and you will be
able to phrase your response in
terms that will take into account
the person you are talking to.

#




Worship

Liturgists

1** Sun - Joe Adams

2™ Sun - Keith Willford
3" Sun - Tom Foust

4™ Sun - Gregg Fox

5™ Sun — Denny Dorman
Thanks for your service!

#

GREETERSCSFSCHELALE

Greeters
9:00
3/5 - Keith & Marilyn Willford
3/12 - Denny & Barb Tidd
3/19 - CarlEtta Capes & Carol Poe
3/26 - Bill Geaman & Melvin
Cain

11:00 Greeters
3/5 - Jody Rucker & Cindy Brown
3/12 - Jeff & Kim Holdman
3/19 - Brian & Sue Stennett
3/26 - Open
#H

God loaned me a life and I must

pay Him back a portion of each

day in loving service; I must give

a part of every hour I live in

thoughtful, kindly deeds to others

who are my sisters and my

brothers. Grace Browell
#

Kids’ Time

1** Sunday — Deborah Foust

2™ Sunday — Virginia Geaman

3" Sunday — Tom Foust

4™ Sunday — Tracy Fox

5™ Sunday — Barb Tidd

Choir Schedule

The choir meets N

on Monday s =pfas as

evenings at 6:00 é’ v ,"’l; Atk
Chaoir Members

(except on Thislconne!
Administrative
Council night and fifth Mondays).
#
R WORSHIP
s CHEDULE
LENT

Lenten Services 2006
All services are at 7:00 pm.

March 5 - Good Shepherd -
Children of the Light

March 12 - Calvary - Message:
Don Clinger

March 19 - Rawson Trinity -
Message: Dana Hakes

March 26 - United In Christ
(Bluffton)- Message: Kevin Pees

April 2 - Zion - Message: Tom
Fields

April 9 - Pleasant View -
Message: Tim Heaton

April 13 - Maundy Thursday -
Zion

April 14 - Good Friday - Zion

#H

Two men trod the way of life; the
first with down-cast eye; the
second with an eager face uplifted
to the sky. He who gazed upon the
ground said, “Life is dull and
gray.” But he who looked into the
stars went singing on is way.
#H

e B, Yo
Sermon Series
Worship during LEN
Lent during the

11:00 am service
will focus on Getting to the Heart
of Lent.

#

The Return of the
SANDMAN & Catherine
Guess

Join Sculptor Roger Powell for the
6™ Annual Holy Week Sculpture at
Findlay, Ohio’s Riverside Park
(231 McManness Avenue) and
Author Catherine Ritch Guess
with the 3" & final volume of the
Sandman Easter Series.

4/5 — Kipper Finds a Home —
Reading by Catherine Ritch Guess
with a special appearance by
Kipper, the White Squirrel, St.
John Lutheran Kiddie Club,
Findlay, OH - 10:00AM &
2:15PM

4/8 — Premiere Signing &
Reception for Victory in Jesus —
11:00AM - 3:00PM, Rose Gate
Cottage, 423 Western Ave

4/9 — Passion Concert of
Music written by Catherine Ritch
Guess — 5PM, (To sing in the
community choir, contact Gayann
Homsher — Trinity Lutheran
Church) , Trinity Lutheran
Church, 935 W Bigelow Ave

4/11 — 4/16 Annual Holy
Week Sculpture by Roger Powell,
Riverside Park, 231 McManness
Avenue, (Singing by the Campfire
—Monday — Wednesday, & Friday
—7:00 — 7:30PM)

4/11 — Catherine Ritch Guess
Booksigning — 8:30 — 10:30AM,
Miller’s Luncheonette, 203 N
Main Street

4/12 — Catherine Ritch Guess
Booksigning — 11:00AM -
1:00PM & 6:30PM — 8:30PM,
Coffee Amici, 328 S Main Street

4/13 — Meet the Sculptor and
Author — 4:00 - 6:00PM,
Riverside Park, McManness Ave

4/15 — Southern Gospel
Concert — 6:00PM, The
Lighthouse, 224 West



4/18 — Findlay District UMW
Meeting — 7:00 — 9:00PM, Rise,
Shine and Celebrate — Catherine
Guess, Jamie Purser & Rev. Mark
Barden, John Stewart UMC, 130

W  Johnson Street, Upper
Sandusky
#
Acceptance

The current theme for the
United Methodist church is “Open
hearts...Open minds... Open
doors”. This reminds us to love
and accept others just as Jesus did.

#

Real Ministry
Mission Sunday
Mission Sunday is the second
Sunday of the month. We collect
funds in our mission bucket. This
month the funds go to Friendly
Center in Toledo, The Crowe’s as
well as Heifer Project. We are also
collecting seeds for Jackson Area
Ministries. Please bring in
beatable seed packs. These
gardens feed many families! The
L-B Prayer Partner Easter cards
are due April 2. After April 2™,
deliver your card to L-B schools.
#

Mission Opportunity

The 2006 School of Christian

Mission will take place with a Day
Sampler on

July a
MlSSID” NEEDS Weekend Event

o =y from July 14-
ﬂ\ﬁ‘/ﬁ" -'J'

. m July 16; and a
' =~¢Five-Day
School from

July 17-July 21 all on the campus
of Ohio Northern University. For
more information contact West

5

Ohio School of
Christian Mission
Registrar Jeanne
Schierloh at
937/434-3107 or at
djschierloh@sbcglo
bal.net. Deadline is
June 16.

CONFLRANCE

MISSIONS

#

Only one life, twill soon be past.
Only what’s done for Christ will
last.

#

VIM Teams Scheduled for 2006
Construction and Clean-up:

March 11-18, 2006, New
Orleans, LA, Contact: Bob Davis
at 740/286-1320

March 18-25, 2006, New
Orleans, LA, Contact: Bob Davis
at 740/286-1320

March 19-24, 2006, Metairie,
LA, Contact: Ann or Tom
Obringer at obriS@aol.com

April 8-15, 2006, New Iberia,
LA, Contact: Stephanie Raker at
513/759-0109 or email
scyrquilts@hotmail.com

April 15-22,2006, New Iberia,
LA, Contact: Lauren Marsh at
513/236-7859 or email
LSMarsh@Health-Partners.org

April 29-May 5, LA, Contact:
Bill Hieber at Hebes(@cinci.rr.com

#

1 have to live with myself and so 1
want to be fit for myself to know.

4 ..
I
Ministry to a

[ RSN
Soldier (o, A
Interested in \ in %

helping a soldier be a bit less
lonely? Check out

www.mysoldier.com and make a
difference in someone’s life.
#

Discipleship
Looking for a good website for
your teen girls? Check out
briomag.com and then recommend
a teen girl in your life check it out!

#H
Confirmation
The 2006 confirmation class is
meeting! Please pray for our
Confirmands as
this is a very
important time in
their lives. We
meet Sundays at Cu“r[mﬂnm
noon until 2:00
through May.

#

The man who looks at life with the
eyes of God will be finding some
worth in even the worst people

and some goodness everywhere.
#

Misc
Please turn in your newsletter
articles to Marilyn Willford by
March 26. Thanks for helping to
make Zion Alive more informative
and helpful! You can also submit

articles on the website.
H

Congratulations!

Liberty Benton’s Honor Roll
includes: All As: Kyle Grothaus,
Michelle Brown, Eric Bowsher.
Honor Roll: Kelsey Harmon, Eric
Newcomer, Nathan Holdman,
Tracy Newcomer,
Joey Brown, f,"’:".;-"@
Devin Harmon, ,-Ll

March7
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Brooke Stennett, Keith Grothaus.
November Student of the

month was Eric Newcomer.
#

Scholarships
Ifyou’re attending a UMC college
in the 2006-2007 school year, see
Rev Walters for scholarship
applications.

#

Stroke Identification

During a BBQ, a friend
stumbled and took a little fall - she
assured everyone that she was
fine. While she appeared a bit
shaken wup, she went about
enjoying herself the rest of the
evening.

Her husband called later
telling everyone that his wife had
been taken to the hospital where
she’d died. She’d suffered a stroke
at the BBQ. Had they known how
to identify the signs of a stroke
perhaps she would have survived.

A neurologist says that if he
can get to a stroke victim within 3
hours he can totally reverse the
effects of a stroke...totally. Any-
one can recognize a stroke by
asking three simple questions:

1. Ask the individual to SMILE.
2. Ask him or her to RAISE
BOTH ARMS.
3. Ask the person to SPEAK A
SIMPLE SENTENCE (Coherently
i.e. .. It is sunny out today). If he
or she has trouble with any of
these tasks, call 9-1-1 immediately
#
Congrats
The Hancock County Honors
Choir & Band Concert was held
February 26. Zion was represented
by 5 participants:

Choir: Nicole Newcomer/alto
(Linda Doolittle's granddaughter);
Becky Wolford/soprano
(Dorman's granddaughter);

Kim Bickford/french horn;

Tracy Fox/saxaphone (Willford's
granddaughter);

Alexis Washer/bassoon (Kay
Frey's granddaughter).

Congrats to all of the young
people who provided us with their
talents and a wonderful afternoon
of music.

#

Minutes of Administrative

Council Meeting

Tom Foust called the March
meeting of the Zion UMC Admin
Council to order Monday, March 6,
at 7:08pm with prayer.

Those present included: Sandy
Brown, Kay
Zeisloft, g

.
AudreyBrown, __-‘(M Patrick®
Bill Geaman, ([ {j;“;: ay
Marie Eichar, * L{.,ya.-' . i

Tommy Qfﬁ'ﬂ
Brown,

Melanie Fox, Jennifer Iliff, Roger
Brown, Gregg Fox, Mary Thomas,
Harriet Adams, Tom Foust and Rev.
Karen Walters.

Fellowship — Mary Thomas
reported for the UMW - program
Thursday is at 6:15 for the reading
program. Meeting at 7:00 with Marie
Eichar bringing the program. UMW
Sun will be in June and Salad Buffet
in May. Candy for the kids 18 and
under provided by UMW on Easter.

Melanie Fox gave the youth
fellowship report. STOMP is March
12 @ 6:30 at Living Stones. Youth
are doing the Sunrise Service. May
20-21 are dates for hot dog stand.
Ordered ten tickets for Alive for $920
and adults ordered 5 tickets. The
Chilli-Baked Potato Dinner made
$300.

Trustees - Tom Brown had
nothing new to report.

Roger Brown reported for the
PPR. He gave a report of the pastor’s
duties.

Finance - Mary Thomas gave the
Treasurer’s report. January
apportionments have been paid but
not February’s. We are $2701.43
behind for meeting expenses. A loan
of $4000 has been made from the
maintenance and improvement
account so those could be paid. Mary
will cash in a CD when it’s mature in
the summer and repay the loan. Carl
Grothaus is auditing the books fo rus
(thanks!)

Marie Eichar’s report is attached.
One Great Hour of Sharing is this
month. We also had $300 less for
blankets this year, indicating all
giving is down.

Bill Geaman reported for
Reaching Out. STOMP is March 12
in McComb. The Blue/Gold Banquet
was Feb 18 at Camp Berry. We have
a new Eagle Scout - Josh
Schoonover!

Communication was represented
by Jen Iliff. The website is going
well. We’ve had 150 hits in last four
weeks. May need to publicize it
more. The Easter Party invitations are
in the mail.

Roger Brown reported for
Worship. Is there interest in Easter
Vigil? Will sned a sign-up to see.
New banner pole is complete (thanks
Roger!) Bill Geaman moved we use
Memorial money to purchase a few
banners. Gregg Fox seconded.
Mosion carried. Worship is seeking
volunteers to run the power points
and music on Sundays.

Kay Zeisloft reported
Discipleship is sponsoring an Easter
Egg hunt on April 15 at the Dale
Zeisloft farm @ 10. Grad Sunday is
June 11. June 4 is Confirmation
Sunday with potluck. The carnival is
April 30.

Meeting closed with prayer by
Rev. Walters.

#
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